
From: "Brelsford, Taylor" <taylor.brelsford@urs.com>
To: "Don Kuhle" <Don.P.Kuhle@usace.army.mil>

"Shearer, Amanda M POA" <Amanda.M.Shearer@usace.army.mil>
jeff.bruno@alaska.gov
Jen.Mark@epa.gov
dennis.hinnah@dot.gov
brian.lance@noaa.gov
mcobbs@blm.gov
david.m.seris@uscg.mil
bbcc@starband.net
mnicolai@live.com
"Alexie, Moxie" <moxie.alexie@urs.com>
ctc.robertgolley@gmail.com
ctc env@yahoo.com
chuathtradcouncil@gmail.com
crowvillage@gmail.com
napaimute@gci.net
dcannonnapaimuteed@earthlink.net
village of lower ta@yahoo.com
kathryn.thalhauser@georgetowntc.com
will.hartman@georgetowntc.com
ppavila@tuntutuliaktc.org
gary.mendivil@alaska.gov
wong.herman@epa.gov
godsey.cindi@epa.gov
fordham.tami@epa.gov
director@kuskokwimcouncil.org
groczicka@nativecouncil.org
"Trimble, Stephen" <stephen.trimble@urs.com>
"Isaacs, Jon" <jon.isaacs@urs.com>
"Suzanne Ban" <suzanne.ban@cardno.com>
"Phil Brna" <phil brna@fws.gov>
"Jennifer Spegon" <jennifer spegon@fws.gov>

Date: 1/26/2013 5:06:46 PM
Subject: RE: Donlin EIS: Draft minutes for the Cooperating Agency meeting of January 23

Attachments: Draft Notes Cooperating Agency Meeting Jan 23 2013.docx

Let me try again with the attachment.
 
Taylor Brelsford
Senior Environmental Scientist/Planner
URS Corporation
700 G St., Suite 500
Anchorage, AK 99501
Direct: 907-261-6705
Fax: 907-562-1297
Cell: 907-244-2992
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From: Brelsford, Taylor
Sent: Friday, January 25, 2013 5:43 PM
To: 'Don Kuhle'; 'Shearer, Amanda M POA'; 'jeff.bruno@alaska.gov'; 'Jen.Mark@epa.gov'; 'dennis.hinnah@dot.gov'; 'brian.
lance@noaa.gov'; 'mcobbs@blm.gov'; 'david.m.seris@uscg.mil'; 'bbcc@starband.net'; 'mnicolai@live.com'; Alexie, Moxie; 
'ctc.robertgolley@gmail.com'; 'ctc_env@yahoo.com'; 'chuathtradcouncil@gmail.com'; 'crowvillage@gmail.com'; 
'napaimute@gci.net'; 'dcannonnapaimuteed@earthlink.net'; 'village_of_lower_ta@yahoo.com'; 'kathryn.
thalhauser@georgetowntc.com'; 'will.hartman@georgetowntc.com'; 'ppavila@tuntutuliaktc.org'; 'gary.mendivil@alaska.gov'; 
'wong.herman@epa.gov'; 'godsey.cindi@epa.gov'; 'fordham.tami@epa.gov'; 'director@kuskokwimcouncil.org'; 
'groczicka@nativecouncil.org'; Trimble, Stephen; Isaacs, Jon; 'Suzanne Ban'; 'Phil Brna'; 'Jennifer Spegon'
Subject: Donlin EIS: Draft minutes for the Cooperating Agency meeting of January 23
 
Please find attached the draft notes for this meeting.
 
Thanks to Kim and Stephen for the quick turnaround,
 
If you have comments or corrections, please send them to Don and myself by COB on Friday, Feb 1, 2013.
 
Thank you.
 
Taylor Brelsford
Senior Environmental Scientist/Planner
URS Corporation
700 G St., Suite 500
Anchorage, AK 99501
Direct: 907-261-6705
Fax: 907-562-1297
Cell: 907-244-2992
 

This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential information that may be proprietary or privileged. If you 
receive this message in error or are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, distribute, disclose or use any of this 
information and you should destroy the e-mail and any attachments or copies.
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• Track travelers’ cell 

#s & lodging #s 

 

explaining this 

special process is 

helpful 

• The Open House 

format has mixed 

results; scoping 

team will 

continue to be 

flexible in its 

approach 

• Testimony and 

comment process 

was confusing; 

explain this better 

• Molly/BLM to provide 

one sentence explanation 

of Section 106 

Consultation 

• Public wants answers to 

fact questions, but fielding 

these is tricky. 

• Provide suggestions on the 

Comments slide (Ex. 

technical issues, trends) 

without limiting people’s 

input 

• Fix facts: pipeline corridor 

is 100’ during 

construction and 50’ 

during operation; pipeline 

will be cold (but could 

still impact permafrost) 

• Manage Court Reporter 

etiquette; ask audience to 

provide written comments 

to reporter, if available 

• Cooperators introduce 

themselves with 2-3 points 

about their role; it will 

help with the 

understanding of multiple 

consultations and permits 

• Try a simpler approach 

when explaining impacts; 

additional translators 

could help with the 

understanding because of 

technical topics and local 

dialects (ex. IGAP staff 

and Moxie) 

explain how they 

will answer 

questions as a team 

• Fix technical issues 

(ex. microphones) 

for smoother 

delivery & 

transitions 

• Introduce Taylor as 

the Third-Party 

Contractor; “we are 

working on this 

together” 

advance of the 

meeting 

• Consider 

additional 

translated 

materials 

• Provide 

presentation 

materials to 

translators in 

advance 

 

 

IV. URS Status Report 

 

Taylor Brelsford (URS) described the progress made since the last Scoping Meeting, held on 

December 19, 2013. Primary items of focus included the progress made on the Data Gap Analysis 

(Task 3) and the preparations for the second week of scoping meetings (Task 6).  

 

a. Task 3 - Data Gap Analysis. Bill Craig (URS) provided an update on the status and 

progress of the Data Gap Analysis. Agencies will have opportunity to comment on 

the draft report upon submission to the Corp – which is currently slated for March 

1, 2013. As per the Cooperating Agency MOU, agencies will have 30 days to 

review and provide comment on major EIS deliverables. 

 

b. Task 6 – Second Round of Scoping Meetings. Referring to revised itineraries, 

Taylor outlined travel plans for January 28, 2013 – February 1, 2013 to the 

communities of Quinhagak, Kipnuk, Nunapitchuk, and Akiak. 
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V. Plans for the Agency Scoping Meeting - February 6, 2013; 1-4 pm 

 

Taylor Brelsford (URS) covered the following items during a planning discussion for the February 

6, 2013 Agency Scoping meeting. 

a. Venue - Doug Ballou is checking into BLM Campbell Creek Science Center as a 

venue, due to the large number of expected attendees.  

b. Attendance –  

i. BLM is inviting their entire suite of specialists to identify questions of 

concern for the agency. Donlin has provided their “Donlin 101” 

presentation to BLM staff in the past, but it was noted that a refresher on 

the components of the project is always appreciated. BLM also requested 

eight copies of DVDs containing the Donlin Environmental Studies 

provided to URS as reference materials. 

ii. EPA – at least six EPA personnel will plan to participate at the meeting. 

Any additional personnel will likely participate via teleconference.  

iii. USFWS – staff will plan to attend. Any official comments provided by the 

agency will be done so in writing. 

iv. State of Alaska – ADNR, ADEC, ADFG will have a handful of personnel 

in attendance. Jeff Bruno noted that with only 3 hours slated for the 

meeting and a large number of attendees expected, topics will have to be 

kept at a relatively high level in order to expedite the agenda. ADNR will 

review what the state of Alaska will require in regard to state permits and 

authorizations for the EIS and the project. 

v. Crooked Creek – Economic, Social, and Environmental impacts are the 

primary concerns of the Crooked Creek Tribal Council as relayed by 

Matthew Nicolai. The Crooked Creek Tribal Council has solicited pro 

bono input from resource specialists on the potential impacts of the project 

to better help them understand potential impacts. After brief discussion of 

how the terms of the MOU may affect the use of additional experts by the 

Cooperating Agencies, Don Kuhle tabled this item for further examination 

at a later time. 

vi. Chuathbaluk – Lisa Feyereisen will be attending. 

vii. Napaimute – Dave Cannon will attend. 

viii. Kuskokwim River Watershed Council – John Oscar hopes to attend via 

teleconference. 

c. Format/agenda – The “Donlin 101” presentation on project components is 

proposed for the first hour of the meeting. The remaining two hours will focus on 

agency questions about the project, rather than official statements by agencies on 

the project. 

ix. Taylor Brelsford proposes organizing the discussion by disciplines (i.e. 

biological, physical, and socioeconomic). 

x. URS will provide a summary of issues identified thus far in the scoping 

meetings, in order to save on duplicative effort. This will be helpful in 

reducing agency preparation time and lead to a more focused discussion 

during the scoping meeting. Agencies would like to see a more complete 

definition and discussion of the defined project area during the scoping 

meeting.  

xi. The Agency Scoping meeting is not a public meeting, and notes will note 

be posted to the website. However, the agencies may provide written 

statements which are more official agency positions.  

xii. The final agenda and format will be determined soon and materials will be 

sent out prior to the meeting. 
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VI. Other Topics 

• Week 3 & 4 travel dates for Public Scoping have been explored but not finalized. They will 

be announced once finalized with the Corps. 

• The next Cooperating Agency meetings will take place on Wednesday, February 20, and 

Wednesday, March 6 from 1-2:30pm. This represents a slight shift in normal schedule due 

to travel for the scoping meetings in a prior week. 

 

DRAFT Circulated January 25, 2013 
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